In conclusion, we may just remark that Schiff's observations on the nervous supply of the parotid, which has been much disputed, are of great interest. He finds it is derived in part from the seventh, through the temporo, and cervicofacial branches; in part from the auriculo-temporal of the fifth, and the auricular branch of the cervical plexus ; and, lastly, from the sympathetic. Its most important branches are probably derived from the facial through the lesser superfacial petrosal nerve, which enters the otic ganglion, and is distributed by the branches of that ganglion to the gland.
These excite it to action, or constitute its motor branches. It would of course be a fact of the greatest importance if it could be established that particular nerves were distributed to special forms of cells ; but at present there is no evidence to warrant this conclusion.?Lancet.
